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ATLANTA — Fate is a fi ckle thing. 
South Carolina had ridden it all season 
long. Ridden it past Georgia, past then-
No. 1 Alabama, past Florida in the Swamp 
and then it rode it here, to the SEC 
Championship Game — the biggest stage 
in program history. 
And when it fi nally arrived in the Georgia 
Dome, it folded like a cheap 
suit and got crushed. Not 
because it wasn’t good enough 
or because it didn’t deserve 
to be in the game. No, USC 
got demolished because it ran 
into a buzz saw that doubled 
as the only team with a more 
favorable relationship with 
fate than itself. 
It ran into Auburn. And if 
eight comeback wins weren’t 
proof enough, this SEC title game should be 
enough evidence that the Tigers are a team 
of destiny.
“That’s what we’re feeling. We’re feeling 
like it’s destiny for us to win it all,” defensive 
back T’Sharvan Bell said. 
God smiled on the Tigers here, to steal a 
line from Steve Spurrier. It was no different 
from what He (or whichever higher power 
you wish to credit) has done throughout 
the fi rst 12 games of the season and will do 
when the Tigers meet Oregon to play for 
the national championship, which they will 
win.
Sometimes, a team comes along that 
isn’t meant to lose. Auburn is just that. The 
Gamecocks just happened to be in the way. 
There were moments when the door 
opened, when fate seemed to be inviting the 
Gamecocks back in. Cam Newton’s fumble 
inside Auburn territory, several drops by 
Auburn receivers on what would’ve been 
either big plays or touchdowns and Wes 
Byrum’s 36-yard fi eld goal attempt off the 
right upright all stood out, especially the 
latter, which allowed USC to drive for a 
score and get within a possession before 
halftime.
But, what fate giveth, it taketh right back. 
Sixteen seconds later, Newton’s 51-yard 
Hail Mary ricochet heave, as time expired, 
landed in Darvin Adams’ hands, for all 
intents and purposes sealing the game. 
“There were a lot of things that didn’t go 
our way. Things kept going extremely well 
for them,” Spencer Lanning said. “You just 
sit there and look at all these different plays, 
and it just starts to add up. 
“Then you look at the scoreboard, and 
it’s just one of the most gut-wrenching 
experiences in the world.” 
Indeed, looking at the scoreboard should 
leave USC shaking its head, but not out of 
embarrassment or shame. The Gamecocks 
really didn’t play all that poorly. They 
didn’t play well, but they didn’t deliver an 
Arkansas-esque stinker. 
Rather, they should be shaking their heads 
in amazement, because they just ran into an 
immovable object and an unstoppable force 
all rolled into one. All year long, people have 
waited for Auburn’s good fortune to run dry. 
Arkansas, LSU, Alabama and even USC 
were all predicted to snap the horseshoe and 
derail the magical run. 
“Every week, somebody different is 
picking us to lose,” Bell said. 
But, Auburn has yet to lose, and time 
is running out to do so. Sometimes these 
things are just meant to be, and Auburn 
falls in that category. The Tigers have the 
best player in the nation in Newton, who 
should be the first unanimous Heisman 
Trophy winner in history. They have a 
defense that rises to the occasion when it 
needs to. They have the best offensive mind 
in America in coordinator Gus Malzahn. 
They have a head coach in Gene Chizik 
who was considered a surefi re disaster when 
he was hired, but now stands one win from a 
national championship. 
And, as one Gamecock suggested, they 
maybe have something bigger behind them. 
“God, I guess, was with them today,” 
Akeem Auguste said, standing inside the 
somber USC dressing room. 
Down the hallway was a completely 
different scene inside the Auburn locker 
room. When the doors opened and media 
members were allowed to enter, they walked 
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 ATLANTA — For as badly as South 
Carolina had played in the fi rst half of 
Saturday’s Southeastern Conference 
championsh ip,  t he G amecock s 
somehow — miraculously — still had 
a chance. 
Nothing was going USC’s way. 
Particularly on defense, where South 
Carolina’s secondary had seemingly no 
answer for Auburn quarterback Cam 
Newton.
But the Gamecocks — somehow — 
were still in it. 
Wes Byrum’s botched field goal 
could have put the Tigers up by two 
possessions. Instead, the Gamecocks 
marched 80 yards down the field, 
where quarterback Stephen Garcia 
found Alshon Jeffery in the end zone, 
pulling USC to within a touchdown 
at 21-14. 
Then came the play that broke the 
Gamecocks’ hearts. 
With just seven seconds before the 
half, Newton’s Hail Mary attempt 
found wide receiver Darvin Adams in 
the end zone to put the Tigers back up 
by two touchdowns before undefeated 
Auburn cruised to a 56-17 victory to 
win its fi rst league title since 2004. 
“Maybe it would not have mattered,” 
coach Steve Spurrier said. “Maybe if 
we played these guys 10 times, they 
may win nine of them or more. Who 
knows? 
“So it didn’t happen. It didn’t happen 
for us. We needed to play a really, 
really good game. And we weren’t very 
close to that.” 
It started with a squib kick from Jay 
Wooten that put the Tigers at their 
own 41-yard line. And after an 8-yard 
completion along the sideline, Newton 
was in position to take the wind out of 
USC’s sails. 
“Our players did not play the call 
that we had correctly,” associate head 
coach Ellis Johnson said. “I think 
sometimes they don’t understand 
what’s at stake. If you played against 
another quarterback, you might get 
away with that. But against him, you 
can’t because he’s got the ability to 
move out of the pocket.” 
The pass — which came from 51 
yards out — was defl ected off the hands 
of USC safety DeVonte Holloman and 
over the head of cornerback Stephon 
Gilmore before fi nding the hands of 
Adams. 
“It’s real tough,” Holloman said. 
“We could have went in [to halftime] 
down seven with getting the ball back. 
Instead we’re down 14.” 
T h e  m o m e n t u m - c h a n g i n g 
play seemed to do in No. 19 South 
Carolina (9-4), as the Gamecocks were 
outscored 28-3 in the second half. 
“It was heartbreaking, but at the 
same time we knew we had a whole 
second half to play,” safety Akeem 
Auguste said. “Then we let them score 
another 28 points on us.” 
Adams’ performance proved just 
as pivotal for No. 2 Auburn (13-0) as 
Newton’s was, as the wide receiver 
set an SEC title game record with 217 
receiving yards and two touchdowns. 
All of it came in the fi rst half. 
“I didn’t even know I was putting up 
yards,” Adams said. “I was just playing 
football.” 
But it wasn’t just South Carolina’s 
beleaguered secondary that doomed 
the Gamecocks. USC’s offense had 
proved to be just as frustrating, as 
Garcia threw two interceptions — 
including a pick six by T’Sharvan 
Bell — while kicker Spencer Lanning 
missed two critical fi eld goals that kept 
the Tigers ahead by two possessions.  
“This week, we came in and we 
were like, ‘We’ve got to shut them 
down. We’ve got to let the world know 
our defense is not a joke,’” Auburn 
defensive tackle Nick Fairley said. “I 
think we proved that tonight — that 
our defense is not a joke.” 
Added Lanning: “I personally didn’t 
have a very good night. At all. There’s 
just no excuse for that.”
It seemed early on, though, that the 
Gamecocks would be as competitive 
Saturday as they were in the two 
teams’ fi rst matchup — a 35-27 Auburn 
victory at Jordan-Hare Stadium in 
September.  
After Newton’s 12-yard touchdown 
to Onterio McCalebb put the Tigers 
up by a touchdown on their f irst 
possession, the Gamecocks drove 50 
Chris Cox
SPORTS EDITOR
Gamecocks fail to rally 
after crushing Hail Mary
USC’s improbable season 





Kratch: Tigers’ destiny too much for Gamecocks
Auburn rolls past USC for SEC title
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina running back Kenny Miles looks to the scoreboard in the waning moments of USC’s 56-17 loss to Auburn in the Gamecocks’ fi rst SEC Championship Game appearance.
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Auburn quarterback Cam Newton celebrates after the Tigers captured the league title.
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Auburn wide receiver Darvin Adams celebrates with 




   to campus.
All photos by Richard Pearce and Sam Bennett/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

into a party, with several players dancing to Earth, 
Wind & Fire’s “Let’s Groove.”  
The song should be familiar to Gamecock fans. It is 
the batting intro music of USC second baseman Scott 
Wingo, who crossed home plate at Rosenblatt Stadium 
in Omaha, Neb., to give the USC baseball team the 
school’s fi rst national title in a men’s sport.  
Ask most, and they’ll say that baseball team was 
a team of destiny meant to win the College World 
Series. When the Gamecocks upset Alabama back in 
October to start the run that brought them to Atlanta, 
Spurrier referenced the baseball team in his postgame 
remarks, revealing its win over then-No. 1 Arizona 
State en route to that title as part of his logic when he 
asked USC to give fate a chance as it prepped to play 
the defending national champions. 
His team gave fate a chance then, and continued to 
do so all the way to Saturday night. 
Fate just happened to have a prior engagement. 
Unfortunately for USC, it was on the opposing 
sideline. 
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ATLANTA — South Carolina’s 
blowout  lo s s  to  Aubu r n i n 
Saturday’s SEC Championship 
game proved to be a long night 
for the USC secondary. 
It was probably the longest for 
Stephon Gilmore.  
With the majority of Auburn’s 
longer passes ,  it  seemed as 
t hough t he star cornerback 
was the one getting beat by the 
Tigers’ wideouts. 
Auburn quar terback Cam 
New ton keyed  on  rece iver 
Darvin Adams all night, whom 
Gilmore was covering. 
Adams fi nished with 217 yards 
and two touchdowns — both 
of  wh ich involved Gi lmore 
defending him. 
“I thought they had a good 
plan,” assoc iate head coach 
Ellis Johnson said. “I thought 
they spread us out more than 
they did last game. They played 
more three-wide and four-wide 
formations, and when he was 
running the ball it gave him 
more running lanes and things.” 
SH AW SEE S AC T ION: 
Carolina’s backup quarterback 
Connor Shaw entered the game 
with noth ing to lose in the 
second half. The freshman ended 
up leading USC to its score in 
the fi nal 30 minutes — a 33-yard 
fi eld goal by Spencer Lanning.  
Shaw scampered for 36 yards 
— while adding another 15 on a 
late hit penalty by Auburn — but 
his longest pass play went for 
just 9 yards. He fi nished 4-for-5 
 passing and gained some valuable 
experience for next season. 
FAN AFFILIATIONS: The 
total attendance for this season’s 
SEC Championship Game was 
75,802 — the fourth-largest 
crowd in the history of the title 
game. 
And if you ask Spurrier, the 
USC contingent seemed to have 
the edge on the Auburn faithful 
prior to kickoff. 
“I will say that pregame noise 
by both schools I think is the 
loudest I’ve ever heard,” Spurrier 
sa id. “Unfortunately,  d idn’t 
help our guys play, didn’t help 
us coach, I guess. But our fans 
are super, and I appreciate all 
of them coming in this game, 
and hopefully we’ll be back here 
again someday and win th is 
thing.” 
S P R E A D I N G  T H E 
W EA LTH: South Carol ina 
quarterback Stephen Garcia hit 
fi ve different receivers Saturday, 
w ith A lshon Jef fer y leading 
the pack with 36 yards and a 
touchdown.  
“That’s what happens when 
you’re  t hat  good,”  t a i lback 
M a rc u s  L at t i more  s a id  o f 
Jeffery’s quiet night. “They put 
three or four people on his side, 
and we really couldn’t throw to 
him. They were keying on him. 
That’s just what happens.” 
G a r c i a  a l s o  d i d n’t  h e l p 
USC’s cause by throwing two 
interceptions, one in the f irst 
half and another that T’Sharvan 
Bell returned for a touchdown in 
the second half.  
B O W L S  I N 
ATTENDANCE: Every BCS 
bowl and every SEC-affiliated 
bowl was in attendance Saturday. 
The BCS bowls were the Sugar, 
Fiesta, Orange and Rose Bowls. 
The rest in the Georgia Dome 
were the Chick-fi l-A, Outback, 
Cotton, Capital One, Gator, 
Music Cit y and Libert y and 










to square off Dec. 31
USC, FSU set for Chick-fi l-A Bowl
James Kratch
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Notebook: Gilmore struggles in ugly loss
Carolina takes win 
in rivalry game
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina cornerback Stephon Gilmore falls to the ground Saturday.
Gamecock secondary proves 
unable to slow down Auburn
Chris Bilko
STAFF WRITER
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yards before Garcia found tight end Patrick 
DiMarco over the middle for a 25-yard 
touchdown to tie the game at a seven apiece. 
“We were running our game plan in the 
fi rst half,” Garcia said. “I don’t know what 
happened in this game. It was not fun, 
though.” 
But Auburn scored on each of its next 
two possessions — the second of which 
came on a 54-yard touchdown along the left 
sideline to Adams — to put the Tigers at a 
comfortable distance.  
“We’re just we’re not a great passing 
team,” Spurrier said. “We haven’t been a 
great passing team pretty much all year. So 
if we get to where we’ve got to try to come 
from behind two, three touchdowns, it’s just 
a struggle for us.” 
In all, Cam Newton finished 17-of-28 
for 335 yards while gaining 78 more yards 
on the ground. The junior finished with 
six total touchdowns in his MVP-winning 
performance.  
“It’s a very cliche thing to say, but South 
Carolina played their hearts out today,” 
Newton said. “You could sense it from every 
snap they gave it their best. And we were 
giving our best as well. 
“When they tried to tackle me, for a 
player, I’m really honestly scared to get 
tackled, so my defense mechanism went up 
and I just didn’t want to hit the ground. And 
I closed my eyes and squinched and when I 
opened them I still wasn’t down, so I tried to 
fi nd an open receiver.” 
Auburn — with its perfect record and 
all — now heads to the BCS National 
Championship in Glendale, Ariz., while 
USC will wrap up its season against Florida 
State in the Chick-fi l-A Bowl, where they 
hope to end the season on a positive note. 
“It was a good year for us. It could have 
been a great year for us. But we have a 
chance to win 10 games,” Garcia said. 
“That’s been done here [once] in school 
history. We’ve just got to try to get over this 
and get ready for the bowl game.” 
A s  f a r  a s  t he  Sout h 
Carolina-Clemson rivalry 
is concerned, 2010 has been 
a year dominated by the 
Gamecocks. 
Sunday was no different.
Just over a week after 
its football counterpart 
managed to pull out a win 
in Death Valley, Carolina 
basketball followed suit, 
downing the Tigers for the 
fi rst time since 2003 with a 
64-60 victory. 
“I don’t know if anybody 
expected any thing less 
from a rivalry game,” coach 
Darrin Horn said. “I’m 
happy for our fans. I know 
how important this game is 
to the Gamecock Nation.”
After Clemson jumped 
out  to  a  2- 0 lead,  t he 
Gamecocks quickly took 
cont rol ,  r id ing a  13-2 
run over the next three 
minutes to pull ahead 13-4. 
The Tigers battled back, 
however, outscoring USC 
19-7 over the next nine 
minutes to take a 23-20 lead. 
Standing out in particular 
was junior guard Andre 
You n g ,  w ho  m a n ag e d 
a 3-pointer and an assist 
during the run. 
I t  w a s  t h e n  t h a t 
f r e s h m a n  B r i a n 
Richardson began to show 
his prowess from behind 
the arc. Over the remainder 
of the period, the guard 
dropped a pair of 3-pointers 
and added a layup as USC 
found itself in front 34-29 
with the fi nal seconds of the 
fi rst half ticking down.
With the fi nal possession, 
however, Young managed to 
add two more with a mid-
range jumper at the buzzer, 
cutting Carolina’s lead to 
34-31 at halftime. 
In a fashion similar to the 
latter part of the fi rst half, 
the second half proved to be 
a back-and-forth affair, with 
the lead never extending 
higher than eight the rest of 
the way.
A f t e r  m a i n t a i n i n g 
the lead during the f irst 
10 minutes of the half, 
USC found itself in a tied 
game after another three 
from Young. It was quick 
to  reg a i n  moment u m, 
however, responding with a 
Lakeem Jackson layup and a 
Ramon Galloway jumper to 
go up by four. 
Clemson managed to 
remain close, with Young 
f inishing with 15 points 
and senior guard Demontez 
Stitt providing 13, and after 
a Young free throw, trailed 
58-55 with 1:27 remaining. 
It was then that Ellington 
showed his potential during 
crunch time with a three 
on the ensuing possession, 
putting USC up by six with 
just 52 seconds remaining.
From there, the Tigers 
managed to close the gap 
back to two with 12 seconds 
remaining off a pair of free 
throws from Young, but 
Muldrow followed with a 
pair of his own that allowed 
USC to hold on for the win.
“I think the thing that 
continues to encourage you 
about moving forward and 
looking to the future is that 
we keep finding ways with 
different guys,” Horn said. 
“This was a game where 
we didn’t get to play to our 
strengths for a variety of 
reasons. For a young team 
to have to grind it out the 
way that we did and still fi nd 
a way to come out on top is 
really encouraging. All in 
all, it’s a great win for a lot 
of reasons.” 
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Entering this season, South Carolina hadn’t 
played a postseason game in Atlanta in 41 
years. 
By the end of the month, the Gamecocks 
will have appeared in the city twice in four 
weeks. 
A  d a y  a f t e r  l o s i n g  t he  f i r s t  S E C 
Championship Game in school history, USC 
accepted an invitation to return to the Georgia 
Dome on Dec. 31 and play Florida State in the 
Chick-fi l-A Bowl. 
The Gamecocks last appeared in the Chick-
fil-A Bowl in 1969, when it was still known 
as the Peach Bowl. USC, which had just won 
the ACC regular season championship, lost to 
West Virginia 14-3 in the game.  
“ We a re  ec s t at ic  about  hav i ng  t he 
opportunity to play in the Chick-fi l-A Bowl,” 
USC Athletics Director Eric Hyman said. 
“In the six years I’ve been here, our fans have 
expressed a sincere high level of interest about 
being able to go down there and play. It’s been 
quite a while since the Gamecocks have been 
in Atlanta.” 
There was some concern that USC fans 
would not be too keen to make a return trip 
to Atlanta just weeks after traveling for the 
SEC title game, but Hyman said he is not 
concerned about a lack of turnout, saying fan 
reception about the game has been very good, 
and he expects Gamecock fans to “paint the 
community garnet.” 
USC coach Steve Spurrier also said he is on 
board with the return trip. 
“I told [Hyman], ‘I really hope we can return 
to the Chick-fi l-A Bowl, because if we’re ever 
going to win the SEC championship, which 
we want to do, we need to learn to play in the 
Georgia Dome,’” Spurrier said. “We’ve got to 
go in there and compete, learn how to play in 
that place.” 
Florida State, which like USC is 9-4, also 
lost its conference title game by double digits, 
falling to Virginia Tech 44-33 in the ACC 
Championship Game in Charlotte. 
Adding another layer of intrigue to the 
matchup is Spurrier’s personal history with the 
Seminoles. As the coach at Florida, Spurrier 
had numerous legendary run-ins with FSU, 
the Gators’ in-state rival, going 5-8-1 against 
the Seminoles and then-coach Bobby Bowden 
while in Gainesville, including a 52-20 win in 
the 1997 Sugar Bowl, which clinched the fi rst 
national championship in UF history. 
Spurrier said his past rivalry with FSU is 
something that has subsided with his move to 
USC. 
“When I was a Gator, we didn’t like FSU, 
and they didn’t like us. But I haven’t coached at 
Florida in nine years now,” Spurrier said. “So 
things have changed a little bit.
“This is not an animosity 
game. This is t wo teams 
probably trying to get the last 
win to go into the offseason 
on a big high.” 
As evidence of his feelings 
about the Seminoles softening 
over time, Spurrier said in recent 
years he called Bowden to wish him 
well and inform him he was rooting 
for FSU in a game in which it was 
considered an underdog. 
“I don’t have any hate towards those 
guys anymore. I used to, obviously,” 
Spurrier said. “We had a nice rivalry. 
But that’s all history. I really admire Jimbo 
Fisher and everything he does there.” 
Spurrier-coached teams have struggled 
over the years in bowl games, going 7-9 in 16 
appearances, and USC has been no different, 
winning just one bowl game under Spurrier, 
the 2006 Liberty Bowl over Houston.  
The Gamecocks have lost two straight bowl 
games in embarrassing manners — a 31-10 loss 
to Iowa in the 2009 Outback Bowl and a 20-7 
defeat at the hands of UConn in the Papajohns.
com Bowl this January — and Spurrier said 
USC hopes to turn the trend. 
“We’re going to coach our butts off for a 
month and see if we can be very competitive,” 
Spurrier said. “Hopefully, we can get our guys 
at a level that they really want to compete.” 
Florida State and South Carolina have met 
18 times in history, with FSU holding a 15-3 
series advantage. The two teams faced each 
other regularly for 25 years, starting with the 
fi rst meeting in 1966 and concluding with the 
last game between the two schools in 1991. 
The most famous meeting between the two 
occurred in 1984, when the famed Carolina 
“Black Magic” squad defeated the Seminoles 
38-26 in a nationally televised prime-time 
game on ABC, improving USC’s record to 9-0. 
The Chick-fil-A Bowl is the ninth-oldest 
bowl game. It will air at 7:30 p.m. on ESPN 
and will be the only college football game 
shown during prime time on New Year’s Eve. 
It is one of only three non-BCS bowls this year 
which will feature two ranked teams. 
This is the 19th season of the Chick-fi l-A 
Bowl’s current ACC-SEC setup. The leagues 
have split the first 18 games, each winning 
nine games in the time span. 

